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October 13. 2007

Mr. Scott Vurbeff

Environmental Review Coordinator
City of Encinitas

505 S. Vulcan Avenue

Encinitas, California 92024

Subject: Environmental Impact Report for Batiquitos Bluffs (SCH
#2006091084)

Dear MrNurbeff:

The Batiquitos Lagoon Foundation (BLF) is a non-profit organization devoted to
preserving, protecting and enhancing Batiquitos Lagoon and its surroundings
since 1983. We appreciate this opportunity to comment on the Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) for the Batiquitos Bluffs Project. We offer the following
comments:

1. Land Use. This is the most critical issue in the EIR because it deals with the
wetland impact due to the access road and the conflict with City of Encinitas
Policy 10.6 of the Resource Management Element. The BLF supports the
City's policy of prohibiting wetland impacts except for certain defined
circumstances. This policy, which is based on the Coastal Act, typically
functions to prevent unnecessary wetland impacts, which is consistent with
the BLF's mission and principles. However, we find that the Batiquitos Bluffs
project may warrant a deviation from a strict application of the policy.

This issue rests on the question of alternatives. If an alternative were
available that would eliminate all wetland impacts and still meet most of the
objectives of the project, we would advocate for that alternative. No such
alternative exists, however. Alternative 4 — the environmentally superior
alternative, falls far short of meeting the project's objectives and still entails a
wetland impact and conflict with the City's policy. The BLF endorses
Alternative 2 — the 20 ft. access alternative, because it reduces the wetland
impact as much as possible while still meeting the project objectives. We find
that the difference in impacts between Alternatives 2 and 4 is only 0.01 acre
or 436 sq. ft. We note that the project has no other alternative location for
taking access. We also note that the 20 ft. access alternative is substandard,
but that the Fire Department has stated it is acceptable under the
circumstances.
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