Preserve, Protect, and Enhance

May 29, 2007

Christer Westman

Senior Planner

City of Carlsbad

1635 Faraday Avenue
Carlsbad, California 92008

Subject: Ponto Beachfront Village Vision Plan Environmental Impact
Report EIR 05-05 (SCH #2007031141)

Dear Mr. Westman:

The Batiquitos Lagoon Foundation (BLF) appreciates this opportunity to
comment on EIR 05-05 for the Ponto Beachfront Village Vision Plan. The BLF
has been striving to preserve, protect and enhance the Batiquitos Lagoon and its
environs since 1983. While we wish it were possible to preserve more of the
Ponto area in its current semi-developed state, we recognize the long-standing
development rights granted by the City's General Plan, zoning ordinance and
other adopted plans. Given that development will occur in this area, we support
the City's effort to develop a vision plan and Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
that provide a unifying theme for future development, while protecting the
environment to the maximum extent possible.

This letter provides comments on both the EIR and the Vision Plan itself because
the two documents must be understood together. The Vision Plan is the project
that is analyzed by the EIR, and there are currently some inconsistencies
between the two. We assume that where there is any inconsistency, the EIR
would govern. It is recommended that the Vision Plan be revised and
republished at the conclusion of this planning process in order to ensure that it is
up to date and consistent with the certified EIR.

Comments on the Vision Plan

1. The goals for the Vision Plan do not include a clear statement recognizing the
need for compatibility of new development with the adjacent Batiquitos
Lagoon and its numerous sensitive resources. The BLF believes this is a
goal of the City and it should be specifically stated in both the plan and the
EIR.

2. The BLF supports the trail plan, particularly the perimeter trail at the resort
and the connection to the regional trial system with a bridge crossing over the
railroad tracks. Public access to the City’s natural open space resources has
always ranked high among Carlsbad residents. As you may know, the BLF
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