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November 13, 2007

The Honorable Claude A. "Bud” Lewis, Mayor, and City Council Members
City of Carlsbad

1200 Carlsbad Village Drive

Carlsbad CA 92008

Subject: Agenda Item 5. AB #19,207 Concerning Ponto Beachfront Village
Vision Plan Environmental Impact Report EIR 05-05

Dear Mayor Lewis and Council Members:

The Batiquitos Lagoon Foundation (BLF) appreciates this opportunity to
comment on EIR 05-05 for the Ponto Beachfront Village Vision Plan. The BLF
has been striving to preserve, protect and enhance the Batiquitos Lagoon and its
environs since 1983. While we would prefer that the Ponto site remain as open
space, we are also realistic and recognize the long-standing development rights
granted by the City’s General Plan, zoning ordinance and other adopted plans.
Given that development will occur in this area, we support the City's effort to
develop a vision plan and Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that provide a
unifying theme for future development, while protecting the environment to the
maximum extent possible.

Accordingly, the BLF supports the recommendation of Planning Commission
Resolution No. 6338 and associated amendments, in addition to some other
suggestions and recommendations also listed. The real challenge, however, is
yet to come for the City and staff to stick with the plan and ensure that it is
implemented as envisioned as each specific project moves forward.

The supported Planning Commission amendments are:

e That Carlsbad Boulevard Re-alignment Alternative 2 is the preferred
alternative.

* Parking garages shall be underground unless technically and financially
infeasible.

e Strongly encourage the use of “green” building techniques to reduce
greenhouse emissions.

* Require trails within the Ponto Beachfront Village to be connected to the City-
wide trails system.
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