
California’s Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) South Coast Project 
 

In 1999, California’s State Legislature adopted the Marine Life Protection Act which required the state 

to evaluate and/or re-design all existing state marine protected areas (MPAs) and to potentially create 

new MPAs where determined to be appropriate.  MPA classifications include:  State Marine Reserve 

(SMR), State Marine Park (SMP), and State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA).  Part of Batiquitos 

Lagoon Ecological Reserve is designated a SMP (see picture). 

 

To accomplish this task, California has been divided into three regions:  Northern, Central and South 

Coast.  The South Coast Regional project is now getting started.  The project organization includes six 

key groups to guide the project:  Blue Ribbon Task Force (BRTF); Master Plan Science Advisory Team 

(SAT); Regional Stakeholder Group (RSG); Statewide Interests Group (SIG); California Department of 

Fish and Game; and California Fish and Game Commission. 

 

Dr. Anne Spacie, BLF Board Member and Science Advisor, was nominated by the BLF and on Septem-

ber 26, 2008 selected to be a member of the South Coast’s Regional Stakeholder Group.  Lia Protopa-

padakis, Marine Policy Specialist with the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Foundation is her alternate.  

In her RSG capacity, Anne will also represent a number of local environmental organizations including:  

Agua Hedionda Lagoon Foundation; Buena Vista lagoon Foundation; Buena Vista Audubon Society; 

San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy; Carlsbad Watershed Network; and San Diego Conservation Resources 

Network.  She will provide two-way communications with these organizations to ensure that our re-

spective MLPAs receive proper consideration during the project and subsequent recommendations. 

 

The RSG is a large group, with 56 designated principal and alternates, and is charged with:  providing 

local expertise and knowledge of the south 

coast study region for refining a regional pro-

file and informing the MLPA planning process; 

evaluating existing marine protected areas 

within the south coast study region with rela-

tion to the goals of the MLPA; developing al-

ternative proposals for marine protected areas 

within the south coast study region that meet 

the requirements of the MLPA, conducting out-

reach to constituent groups for involvement in 

the MLPA South Coast Project; identifying 

potential speakers to present regional stake-

holder group recommendations and commen-

tary at MLPA public meetings; and striving for 

a high degree of cross-interest involvement and 

support in crafting marine protected area pro-

posals.  Other RSG members include represen-

tatives from: the fishing industry, local busi-

nesses, developers, surfers, recreational groups, 

divers, and others. 

 

To learn more about the MLPA effort, please 

visit California’s Department of Fish and 

Game’s MLPA website at www.dfg.ca.gov/

mlpa.  More information will be provided on 

this very important project in future newsletters.             …Fred C. Sandquist 



 



  


