
MONTHLY BATIQUITOS 

BIRD COUNTS 
 

When? Second Tuesday 7:30AM 

Where? Nature Center Parking     

    Lot (Gabbiano Lane) 

What?   We count every bird  

seen or heard from the North trail 

Who? Everybody is welcome, an 

expert birder leads the count 
Bring your binoculars and water 

Membership 
 

 Membership in Batiquitos Lagoon  

Foundation is a great way to support our 

efforts to maintain and improve this 

beautiful natural resource. 
 

 Annual memberships are available in the 

following categories: 

 

   Student/Sr Citizen $15 

   Individual $20 

   Family $30 

   Sponsor $60 

   Patron $150 

   Business Assoc $250 

   Sustaining $500  

REMINDER TO MEMBERS: 
Check the expiration date at  the 
top of your mailing label to find 
out when you need to renew 
your membership. 
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CHANGE  SERVICE REQUESTED 

Carlsbad Lagoons and Watersheds (CLAW) Holds 

First Meeting 
 

In my fall 2008 newsletter From the Desk of the President article, I re-

ferred to an article that was, unfortunately, left out!  I’d like to now report 

on this very important organization and its first meeting. 

 

On August 15, 2008, the three lagoon foundations (Agua Hedionda, 

Buena Vista, and Batiquitos) in Carlsbad, the Buena Vista Audubon Soci-

ety, and representatives of the City of Carlsbad Beach Preservation Com-

mittee met for the first time as a group referred to as CLAW.  It has been 

formed to discuss the challenges and common issues that face all of us as 

Carlsbad continues to grow.  Since this historic first meeting, CLAW 

again met on September 26th. 

 

The group has 

identified a num-

ber of objectives 

that include:  

developing a 

common color 

brochure or 

“rack card” pro-

moting Carls-

bad’s outdoor 

sites; linking our 

web pages to-

gether; planning 

a Carlsbad Bird 

Day on May 9, 

2009; planning 

our Second An-

nual Lagoon 

Day/Week 

events in the July 11, 2009 timeframe; developing a strategy for promot-

ing and expanding the Coastal Rail Trail in Carlsbad; exploring funding 

opportunities (e.g., Agricultural Mitigation Fee Conversion Grants, 

Proposition 84 funding, and other grant opportunities); the Marine Life 

Protection Act project in Southern California; and ecotourism.  The third 

meeting is tentatively scheduled for January 2009 at the Batiquitos La-

goon Nature Center.  Reports of progress will be made in future editions. 

                                                                                         ...Fred Sandquist 

 

Water quality monitoring begins 
 

 

Recently we began a pilot project to monitor the water quality of the two major freshwater sources to the 

lagoon: San Marcos and Encinitas Creeks.  The BLF is partnering with San Diego Coast Keepers, which 

has an active volunteer-based watershed monitoring project in North County.   

 

Jim Brown, our Watershed Captain, took samples from the lower sections of both tributaries with the help 

of volunteers Liz Taylor and Anne Spacie on November 22.  Temperature, oxygen content, pH, and salin-

ity were sampled using pre-calibrated instruments.  Additional samples for nutrient and bacteria testing 

were shipped to Coast Keeper’s San Diego laboratory.  Methods were identical to those used for Lake San 

Marcos, the San Luis Rey watershed, and others in the county.  Results will be posted on Coast Keeper’s 

web site.  The sampling program will continue every other month on a trial basis.  This schedule should 

capture both wet-weather and dry-water conditions in the creeks. 

 

Volunteers who are interested in participating in the project should contact Jim (419-8650) and attend one 

of Coast Keeper’s local training sessions (see http://www.sdcoastkeeper.org/ for schedule). 

 

…Anne Spacie 





 
 

BLF’s Nature Center Upgrade Project Update 
 
As discussed in our fall 2008 Newsletter, based on a generous grant from the City of Carlsbad, we are underway in 
upgrading our nature center!  Since the timeframe to complete this important project is over 14 months, we will 
begin reporting progress in each newsletter. 
 
Since our last article, we’ve made significant progress.  We have had a series of meeting with Aviara Master Asso-

ciation Board of Directors, who owns the property where our nature center is located.  We have reached agreement 
in principle to work together in crafting a host/tenant agreement and preparing permitting documents (e.g., Coastal 
Development/Conditional Use).  We expect to receive a formal letter from them in mid November, documenting 
their support for our project and associated conditions.  We also have met with representatives from San Diego 
Gas and Electric, Carlsbad Water District, and a City of Carlsbad Planning Department representative to begin 
planning for upgrading and burying our electrical service. 
 
Finally, as part of our upgrade project, we are going to be updating some of our nature center equipment.  We have 
recently purchased a high-end microscope, with a real time video feed, that we will use to develop multimedia 
presentations to augment our marine life and plant biology educational programs.  We expect to have one or more 
presentations available for viewing at our nature center and on our website later this winter or spring. 
 
Our plan is to upgrade our nature center by the winter, 2009. 
                                                                                                                      
                 …Fred C. Sandquist 
 

Raffle winner Janine Free receives Hobie kayak 
from Nomad Ventures store owner Bruce Damon 

2008 Board Election Results 
 
At the November 18th Annual Membership Meeting, BLF Board Elections were held.  The results from the ballots 
received and votes cast at the meeting are as follows:  incumbents Paula Kirpalani and Robert Murphy were re-
elected, and Don Omsted was elected to fill the seat vacated by Director Steve Norton who decided not to run for re-
election.  The election to fill Steve Norton’s position resulted in a tie vote, with the board voting by secret ballot to 

break the tie.  We want to thank Bonnie Muehlner who ran in the election for her interest in joining the board, and 
look forward to her continued involvement in the Foundation as a volunteer, especially for her expertise in native 
plants and our ongoing restoration projects.  We want to recognize Steve Norton for his dedicated service as a mem-
ber of the board, and also look forward to his continued involvement as a volunteer. 
 
During the annual Board reorganization following board member elections, the Board approved the reelection of 
officers:  Fred Sandquist as President, Dave Robertson as Vice President, Don Rideout as Secretary and Rick Rans-
burg as Treasurer. 




